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At a Jan. 12 press conference, spokesperson for Panama's Civic Crusade, Carlos Ernesto Gonzalez
de la Lastra, announced that the ad hoc coalition plans to continue civil disobedience and
demonstrations against the government. The Crusade, a coalition of professional, civic and business
organizations, was established last year to demand the ouster of Defense Forces commander Gen.
Manuel Antonio Noriega. In June, Noriega was accused by retired Col. Roberto Diaz Herrera of
participating in cases of electoral fraud, administrative corruption and murder. In a communique
read during the press conference by president of the Panamanian Industrial Union, Carlos Valencia,
the Crusade stated that it has made public a program for transition to democracy. A crucial element
of the program is the creation of a provisional government. In reference to events on Jan. 9, when
anti-riot police dispersed demonstrators who were celebrating the alleged departure of Noriega
from Panama, the communique said that the events demonstrated Panamanians' total repudiation
of the general's presence and of the dominant system of government. The communique added that
the Panamanian liberation movement will not approve any political solution that is not grounded on
the "authentic aspirations of Panamanian citizens." The Crusade spokesperson said that among the
Crusade's first actions of the new year are demonstrations in front of media sources closed by the
authorities in July. He added that the first demonstration would take place place Jan. 13 at a Panama
City radio station. The Crusade had invited members of the International Verification and Followup Commission (created under the Central American peace accord) to observe the demonstration.
The Commission was present in Panama City to prepare its report on accord compliance by the five
Central American governments. (Basic data from AP, 01/12/88)
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